
    
      Skip to main content
    
        

      
    


	
	
		
			
				
        	
					
						[image: UNLV Special Collections and Archives]
						[image: UNLV Special Collections and Archives]
					

					
 					

						  
    
            
  Main navigation

  

        
        
    
                  	Finding Aids

                                    
	Digital Projects

        
                                                                        	African American Experience in Las Vegas

	Charles Saladino Landscape Architecture Collection

	Culinary Union Photograph Collection

	Dino at the Sands

	Dreaming the Skyline

	Entertainment



                                            	Historic Landscape of Nevada

	Hoover Dam

	Jamey Stillings

	Menus: The Art of Dining

	Nevada Test Site Oral History Project

	Newspapers



                                            	Oral Histories Collection

	Photograph Collections

	Rebel Yell Newspaper

	Showgirls

	Southern Nevada: The Boomtown Years 1900-1925

	Southern Nevada History in Maps



                                            	Southern Nevada Jewish Heritage Project

	UNLV CSUN Records

	Union Pacific Railroad Water Documents

	Walking Box Ranch Collection

	Welcome Home Howard



              
                      

	About

                                    
	Request Images

                                    
	Help

                                    
	Provide Feedback

                                    
	Special Collections Home

                                    


    
  


  

  


				

			

		
				
			
				
					
					            
              Search the Special Collections and Archives Portal


              
                
                  Search
                  
                  Search
                

              

            

										

				

			

		
		      		
		

		    
			
				  
    
  
      
      
      	
		Breadcrumb

			Special Collections and Archives Portal
	Howard Cannon Papers


	

    

  


  


			

		
		
      		

[bookmark: main-content]


  



  


  



  

          
        
          
              
    


  


          

        

      

    
          
        
          
            
              
                  
    
  
      
      
      
  Howard Cannon Papers (MS-00002)



    

  


  


              

            

          

        

      

    
    
      

        

          
                      
                 
    
  
      
      
      


  
      


  
  
    
  
    Abstract

          
              
The Howard Cannon Papers (1958-1988) contain the personal, administrative, and legislative papers of Howard W. Cannon, U.S. Senator from Nevada between 1959 to 1983. The collection primarily pertains to Cannon's time in office from the 86th Congress in 1959 to the 97th Congress in 1983. Materials include correspondence, speech transcripts and supporting research material, press releases, reports, memoranda, newspaper and magazine clippings, and Senate voting records. The collection also includes constituent correspondence and casework related to legislative issues such as foreign relations, social security, veterans, tax reform, labor, aviation, nuclear testing and waste, civil rights, and environmental protection.

For a detailed inventory, please contact Special Collections and Archives (special.collections@unlv.edu).


              

      


  
    Finding Aid PDF

              
  
      
            
 MS-00002.pdf


      
  


          


  
    Date

          
              1958-1988

          bulk 1959-1983

              

      


  
    Extent

          
              472.74 Cubic Feet (853 boxes, 2 oversized boxes)

          421.09 Linear Feet

              

      


  
    Related People/Corporations

          
              Creator: Cannon, Howard W.

              

      


  
    Scope and Contents Note

          
              

The Howard Cannon Papers (1958-1988) contain the personal, administrative, and legislative papers of Howard W. Cannon, U.S. Senator from Nevada between 1959 to 1983. The collection primarily pertains to Cannon's time in office from the 86th Congress in 1959 to the 97th Congress in 1983. Materials include correspondence, press releases, reports, memoranda, newspaper and magazine clippings, and Senate voting records. Also included in the collection are transcripts and supporting research material for speeches Cannon delivered at Senate committee meetings, conventions, rallies, and constituent organization events.

The collection also contains Cannon's constituent correspondence and casework related to legislative issues such as foreign relations, social security, veterans, health insurance, tax reform, labor, aviation, nuclear testing and waste, civil rights, pollution, and environmental protection. Materials also include microfilms, audio cassettes, film reels, and U-Matic tape recordings of Senator Cannon's speeches and press information.

For a detailed inventory, please contact Special Collections and Archives (special.collections@unlv.edu).



              

      


  
    Access Note

          
              
Collection is open for research, with the exception of materials that are restricted to protect personally identifiable information. Restrictions are noted at the file level of this inventory. If use copies do not exist, reformatting/production of use copies is required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is required.



              

      


  
    Publication Rights

          
              
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights.  See  Reproductions and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about reproductions and permissions to publish.



              

      


  
    Arrangement

          
              
The finding aid inventory for the Howard Cannon Papers contains the original collection inventory, which lists individual folders for boxes 001 through 720. The final series of the collection contains an addition processed in 2019, with only a box listing for the 133 constituent correspondence boxes.

These papers are organized into fourteen series:

Series I. 86th Congress, 1959-1960;

Series II. 87th Congress, 1961-1962;

Series III. 88th Congress, 1963-1964;

Series IV. 89th Congress, 1965-1966;

Series V. 90th Congress, 1967-1968;

Series VI. 91st Congress, 1969-1970;

Series VII. 92nd Congress, 1971-1972;

Series VIII. 93rd Congress, 1973-1974;

Series IX. 94th Congress, 1975-1976;

Series X. 95th Congress, 1977-1978;

Series XI. 96th Congress, 1979-1980;

Series XII. 97th Congress, 1981-1982;

Series XIII. Speeches, 1958-1982;

Series XIV. Additional Professional Papers, 1958-1988.



              

      


  
    Biographical / Historical Note

          
              
Howard Walter Cannon was born on January 26, 1912 in St. George, Utah to Walter and Leah Sullivan Cannon. He grew up on a ranch in southwest Utah and graduated from Dixie Junior College in St. George. Cannon also attended Arizona State Teachers College in Flagstaff, Arizona where he received his bachelor's degree in 1933. The following year he enrolled at the University of Arizona where he earned a law degree in 1937. Cannon returned to St. George, passed the state bar examination, and established a law practice. He became active in local politics and was elected Washington County Attorney in 1940. While practicing law, Cannon joined the Utah National Guard and was commissioned as a second lieutenant. In 1941, he was first assigned to the combat engineers before being transferred to the Army Air Corps.
In the Army Air Corps, Cannon trained as a pilot for gliders, light aircraft, and C-47 transports. He went to Great Britain in 1944 as part of the 440th troop carrier group, and on September 17, 1944, Cannon flew the lead aircraft for the first wave of paratroopers dropped in Arnhem, Netherlands during the Allied advance into Holland. While returning from the mission, his plane was hit by anti-aircraft fire and he and six crew members bailed out over Holland. Aided by the Dutch resistance, the men spent forty-two days behind enemy lines avoiding capture before reaching Allied lines. Cannon continued to fly combat support missions until the European campaign ended in May 1945. For his service during World War II, he received the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Purple Heart, the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, and the French Croix de Guerre with a Silver Star. Discharged in 1946 with the rank of major, Cannon joined the Air Force Reserve and remained active until he retired in 1972 with the rank of major general.
In December 1945, Cannon married Dorothy Pace, and the couple moved to Las Vegas, Nevada where their son, Alan, and their daughter, Nancy, were born. In 1949, Cannon passed the Nevada bar examination, began a Nevada law practice, and was elected City Attorney, serving four consecutive terms. He was involved in city development issues including the expansion of Nevada power facilities and protection of private companies from water district encroachment. He was active in local civic groups and served as president of the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce in 1955.
In 1956, Cannon entered state politics, challenging and losing to U.S. Representative Walter S. Baring in the Democratic primary. Two years later, encouraged by fellow Democrats Grant Sawyer, candidate for governor, and Roger Foley, candidate for attorney general, Cannon sought national office again when he ran for the Senate, challenging and defeating Republican incumbent George "Molley" Malone. Cannon won re-elections in 1964, 1970, and 1976. During his twenty-four years in the Senate, Cannon was instrumental in the passage of hundreds of bills which brought federal benefits to Nevada. Among these bills were the National Tourism Policy Act, the Federal Payments In-Lieu-Of-Taxes Act, and funding to expand Nellis Air Force Base and the Nevada Test Site. As a member of the Democratic party, which controlled Congress from 1960 to 1980, Cannon strongly supported the Great Society programs and the War on Poverty. He frequently sponsored aviation-related legislation such as the Airport and Airways Development Act of 1970 and the space shuttle program. Cannon also chaired the Armed Services Committee and the Aeronautics and Space Committee. In political reform, Cannon supported the Fair Campaign Practices Act of 1971, and chaired the Senate committee that established the rules and procedures for the possible impeachment of President Richard Nixon preceding the Watergate scandal.
Howard W. Cannon died in Las Vegas, Nevada on March 6, 2002.
Sources:
Clark County Department of Aviation. "Howard W. Cannon." Nevada Aerospace Hall of Fame. https://www.mccarran.com/NVAHOF/BiosTouchScreen/Cannon.
Titus, Costandina A. Battle Born: Federal-State Conflict in Nevada During the Twentieth Century. Dubuque, Iowa: Kentall/Hunt Publishing, 1989.
Gilbertson, John. “Plane Politics: Lyndon Johnson, Howard Cannon, and Nevada’s 1964 Senatorial Election." Nevada Historical Society Quarterly, Winter 2003.
Nevada Aerospace Hall of Fame. "Howard W. Cannon." Nevada Aerospace Hall of Fame. 2019. Accessed July 16, 2019. https://www.mccarran.com/NVAHOF/BiosTouchScreen/Cannon.
"Nevada's Legendary senator Howard Cannon laid to rest." Las Vegas Sun, March 12, 2002. https://lasvegassun.com/news/2002/mar/12/nevadas-legendary-senator-howard-cannon-laid-to-re/.
Vernetti, Michael. Senator Howard Canon of Nevada: A Biography. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2008.



              

      


  
    Related Collections

          
              
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this collection:
Howard Cannon oral history interview, 1988 September 28. OH-00332. Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Howard W. Cannon Photograph Collection, 1958-1988. PH-00192. Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.



              

      


  
    Preferred Citation

          
              
Howard Cannon Papers, 1958-1988. MS-00002. Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.



              

      


  
    Permalink

          
              http://n2t.net/ark:/62930/f1kw9r

              

      


  
    Acquisition Note

          
              
Materials were donated periodically from 1983 by Howard W. Cannon; accession number 1983-060.



              

      


  
    Processing Note

          
              
In 1989, the majority of this collection was processed by Special Collections staff, and the inventory was created by Vicky S. Diaz. In 2019, Jimmy Chang and Billy Marino arranged and rehoused the remainder of the materials, and revised the collection description to bring it into compliance with current professional standards.
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              Manuscript collections
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    Storage Location

          
              Some materials are stored in the Lied Automated Storage and Retrieval Unit (LASR). Advanced notice may be required to access these materials.
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