	
Question: Is it in the public domain? 
To find out, read straight down each column (tan, pink, and orange+ blue) to discover the answer.

	Is it a Government Work?
	Was it created after 1977?
	Was it created before 1978?

	If YES, then Public Domain
	If YES, then it expires on:
	Is it unpublished?
	Is it published?

	
	1.Death of author + 70 years, or
	1.Death of author + 70 years, or 
	Before 1923?
	If between 1923-1977, then does it have a Copyright emblem?

	
	
	
	All Public Domain
	If NO, then Public Domain
	If YES, then what year was it published?

	
	2. if corporate authorship, then the shorter of 95 yrs from publish date or 120 years from creation
	2. If it is a work for hire, anonymous, pseudonymous, or the author death is unknown, then expiration is the creation date + 120 years.
	
	
	If between 1923-1963, was it renewed (publish date + 28 yrs)?
	Published between 1964-1977?

	
	NOTE: From March1, 1989 works no longer required a copyright symbol. Works that omitted the symbol from 1978 to 1989 may have fallen into public domain if the omission was not corrected within 5 years of publication, but requires a great deal of investigation, so generally, works from 1978 are considered to have copyright protection under the above guidelines.
	
	
	
	If NO, then Public Domain
	If YES, then it expires on the publish date + 95 years
	If YES, then it expires on the publish date + 95 years

	
	
	
	
	
	NOTE: Initial copyrights were for 28 years and to be renewed for an additional 28 years on the expiring 28th year. Any copyright that was followed incorrectly through 1964 were automatically extended to reflect the year published + 95 years.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Flowchart by Tim Albertson, based on the following websites:

www.copyright.gov
www.unc.edu/~unclng/public-d.htm
www.librarylaw.com/DigitizationTable.htm
www.copyright.cornell.edu/training/Hirtle_Public_Domain.htm



