[image: image1.png]UNIVERSITY




LOEX of the West Conference 

June 6, 2008

Head Hunt: An Online Library Orientation Game
http://library.osu.edu/sites/fye/
Overview
The Ohio State University Libraries’ Instruction Office, in collaboration with the OSU Office of First Year Experience and the Office of Undergraduate Studies, has developed “Head Hunt,” an online game to orient all new first year students to the University Libraries prior to their arrival on campus. Through an interactive campus map, eight casual games, and five short videos, new students can become familiar with (and hopefully more willing to use) library locations, collections, services, tools, and people in the Ohio State library system.

Design Team
The developers of the game consisted of three instruction librarians, one part-time graduate student, and one part-time student programmer.

Timeline 

The Design Team had one year to develop the project. Key elements for exploration during this period included a survey of new students about their library perceptions and usage, investigation other games and library orientation projects, discussion of issues with on- and off-campus experts, creating content and design, and extensive usability testing.
Student Perceptions Survey
In October 2006 the Design Team created and administered a survey to a sample of first quarter students regarding their knowledge and use of the Libraries during their first weeks at the University. Data from this survey was used for comparison with data from the same survey administered in October 2007 to new students who have experienced the orientation game.

Software
· Google Map API
-
to build the interactive game board.

· Hot Potatoes (freeware)
-
to develop casual game prototypes.

· Captivate/Flash
-
to create several games/movies
· Thickbox 3
-
to develop pop-up windows

· jQuery 1.1.2
-
JavaScript library needed for Thickbox 3

· Toolman DHTML
-
for drag/drop and editable clue letters

· PHP Login System 
-
authentication and record-keeping
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· XML/SWF Charts
- 
develop game progress charts
· Zoho Project Manager
-
share design documents; archive minutes; task calendar
Funding

The Director of Libraries funded the entire development of this project including the purchase of multimedia software, all survey costs, and the wages for both the part-time graduate assistant and the short-term undergraduate student programmer. 

Head Hunt: The Game
http://library.osu.edu/sites/fye/  

Games

Clickzone: 
Explore the Libraries’ Web site to answer a series of 
(Veterinary Medicine)
questions. 
Close to Dorms: 
Put this jigsaw puzzle together to reveal a map showing 


(Health Sciences)
which libraries are closest to your dorm.

Database Match: 
Match a database title with its description.

(Biological Sciences/Pharmacy) 

LC Call Number Order: 
Put all the books on the shelf by LC call number.


(Science/Engineering)

Libwords: 
Complete this crossword puzzle to “come to terms with 
(Geology)
terms” used in the University Libraries. 

Library Superstars:
Match pictures of famous (and not so famous) library folks 
(Journalism)
with their description 

Multiple Guess: 
Answer multiple choice questions that all relate to 
(Agriculture Library)
circulation benefits, services, and policies. 

Way/No Way: 
Work through a series of true/false questions about the 
(Business)
University Libraries’ collections and services. 

Movies
Renovation Slideshow: 
Photos and text show students about our Main Library 
(Thompson)
renovation project.
Cartoon Research Library: 
Archivist shows and talks about our huge San Francisco 
(Cartoon Research)
Cartoon Collection.
Libstories: 
Students tell how the University Libraries have been 
(Music/Dance)
meaningful and helpful to them. 

Director’s Welcome: 
The Director of Libraries encourages new students to come 
(Ackerman Library)
for study, research, leisure reading, and computers.

Learning Commons: 
Student tells about the technology and assistance in our 
(Sullivant)
new learning commons.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Information:
Other Games
Fred Roecker
“Quarantined” (Arizona State University)


Ohio State University Libraries

library.west.asu.edu/game/quarantined/login.cfm 
120N Mason Hall
“Library Skills Game” (Bardonia Elementary School)


250 West Woodruff

www.ccsd.edu/bardonia/LearningGames/LibrarySkills/
Columbus, OH  43210
“Library Arcade” (Carnegie Mellon)
(614) 292-5172

www.library.cmu.edu/Libraries/etc/index.html
roecker.1@osu.edu
“The Goodhue Codex” (Los Angeles Public Library)




www.lapl.org/ya/game/

“Cirticon: Library Defender” (Orange County Public Library)  





www.ocls.info/citricon/default.asp?bhcp=1



“Defense of Hidgeon” (University of Michigan)



www.youtube.com/watch?v=u76tW-ne-yY
