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EDITOR'S FOREWORD

With one or two minor exceptions the papers and poems
which compose this volume have not hitherto been given to
the reading public. They have been culled from that
Wealth of unpublished material deposited in the archives of
the Nevada Historical Society. If this volume shall add
something to the knowledge of Nevada's history and to an
appreciation of her pioneer life, and if it shall stimulate

researches in still other topics of the records of our Com-
monwealth its purpose will have been served.

(Grateful acknowledgment is made to all of those who
assisted in the effort to clear up disputed points, and

especially to our Curator, Mr. C. F. Cutts, without whose
Untiring thoughtful assistance this work, undertaken in the
midst of the University year, would have been impossible
of accomplishment. Recognition is also due to Mr. Farns-
Worth, State Printer, who accepted and carefully printed
the manuscript in the closing hurried days of the biennium.

JEANNE ELIZABETH W I E R ,

Secretary of the Nevada Historical Society.
December, 1922.



We are not responsible for personal opinions expressed
in these papers. We print nothing which we have reason
to believe incorrect; but one purpose in the publication is to
arouse criticism and discussion, and thereby to gain more
information on these topics.



LAND OF ACCOMPLISHMENT

An Appreciation and an Ideal To Be Realized

Nevada, the land where dreams come true!
The richest State in the Union in natural resources.
The State that furnished the silver and gold that
won the Civil War and made us the greatest Nation
on earth. Nevada, the land of romance and adven-
ture! Nevada, the land of unwritten stories that
far surpass the most wonderful tales of fiction!
The State that gave San Francisco its wealth.
The State where Mark Twain got his inspiration
that made him famous. The State that produces
men as Well as millionaires. The State whose men
are noted for their courage and its women for
their beauty. The State where truth prevails and
a lie hides like a rat in its hole. Nevada, the
land where men do more than seek the pot of gold
at the end of the rainbow—they find it and possess
its treasures! Nevada, the last bit of the Great
Far West! 'Tis here "where the West begins"—
and ends. Nevada, God's best and greatest poem!

— T H E TONOPAH TIMES.



HISTORICAL SKETCH AND REMINISCENCES

OF •

DAYTON, NEVADA

BY

MRS. FANNY G. HAZLETT
AND HER DAUGHTER

GERTRUDE HAZLETT RANDALL, Deceased

With Illustrations



Mrs. Fanny G. Hazlett in Aeroplane



FOREWORD

Mrs. Fannie G. Hazlett is a real pioneer. Some years
ago she was minded to compile a brief history of the place
where nearly all of her life has been spent. With her
daughter's assistance she prepared this manuscript which
now, edited by the Secretary of the Nevada Historical
Society, appears in this form. Her last work upon it was
done in 1910. Many changes have occurred in Dayton
since that time. In some instances these have been chroni-
cled in the footnotes, all of which latter have been added
by the Editor.

To those who know Mrs. Hazlett, still so youthful and
progressive in spirit at the age of eighty-four, it was no mat-
ter of surprise when the news was recently flashed across the
continent that she had taken a ride in an aeroplane. How
unusual it seemed to strangers that she should, at this
advanced age, participate in so exciting an adventure, is
indicated by the requests that came to her from the largest
newspapers in America for the details of the trip and for
photographs of herself. The picture here reproduced
shows her as she is preparing to take the flight. One can
read in the lines of the picture the same intrepid courage
and interest in the new things of life that brought her West
in those pioneer days of hardships. Her story speaks for

JEANNE ELIZABETH W I E R ,

Secretary,



ANALYTICAL OUTLINE OF PAPER

PART I

I. Social and Economic Beginnings of Dayton, 1849-

1857: Immigrant supplies and gold discovery
cause settlement of Dayton; mining parties in 1850;
"Old Virginia" and others in 1851 ; the Ellis Jour-
nal and 1853; Dayton the scene of Nevada's first
dance; the first barbecue; the first marriage and
divorce; a pioneer marriage contract; the first white
birth; California emigrants pass by; Johntown a
rival of Dayton; Indian war averted; why Dayton
was called Chinatown; loss of Mormon population.

II. Permanent Foundations Laid, 1857-1862: Discov-

ery of Comstock Lode; population drawn away
from Dayton; milling operations begun; hardships
of winter, 1859-1860; Dayton in 1859; wages in
1860; 1860 and "Mineral Rapids"; Dayton is
christened, 1861; an unpaid board-bill; proposed
water connection with Humboldt River; Dayton
reaches for the capital; Dayton cemetery, how
"Old Virginia" was buried; the Territory of
Nevada, and Dayton a county-seat.

III. The Dayton Mills, 1861 - 1862: Dayton shares

prosperity of Comstock; the Rock Point Mill; the
Chinatown group of mills; mills on higher ground;
mills below Dayton; Gold Canyon mills; reduc-
tion difficulties; a new use for sagebrush; flood of
1861-1862 and the "Tailings" industry; tailings
mills; Dayton in 1862.
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PART II. REMINISCENCES

I. First Experiences in Nevada, 1862: My arrival in
Nevada, 1862; new occupations for my brother;
my life in a wood-camp; illness brings me to Day-
ton; a legal execution at Dayton; Indians paid for
pine trees.

II. The Dayton That I First Knew: Dayton in 1862;
the hay - yards of 1862; lumber - yards; meat
markets; gas company, but no gas.

III. How Dayton Developed: Dayton in 1863;
hotels; the toll-road of 1863; some high prices;
lost turkeys and pigs; a unique wedding; a ball
in Como; the Buckland ball; stage connections
with Dayton.

IV. Social Conditions in Dayton: How about schools?
a noted physician; lawyers a-plenty; gamblers not
lacking; fortunes and misfortunes; the lodges of
Dayton; an interrupted dance; pioneer compassion;
the Episcopal Church and pioneer labors; the for-
tunes of Methodism; Sunday School always; a
Dayton vigilance committee; the Dayton press.

V. Some Eventful Happenings: A costly courthouse;
a water system; the Gridley Sack of Flour in Day-
ton ; when Lincoln was assassinated; 1865 prices;
the wood business; the two big fires; piecemeal
burning and a fire engine; Sutro Tunnel; first rail-
road connections; the wonderful C. & C.

VI. Dreams that Never Came True: Dreams of coal
mines; the Blanchard lime; dredging for gold.
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VII. Some Modern Developments and Catastrophies:
Electricity; literary appreciation; Capt. Davis and
modern milling; Dayton farms; the flood of 1907;
the courthouse destroyed; the district high school.

VIII. Eccentric Characters: An Indian slacker; "Gen-
tle Annie"; when Ike beautified; a pioneer "bleasure
vagon"; when the hearse did not arrive; an inci-
dent of the cemetery; a children's party in a saloon.

FINALE: Why do we not keep diaries?



PART I. HISTORICAL SKETCH OF DAYTON

CHAPTER 1. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BEGIN-
NINGS OF DAYTON, 1849-1857

Immigrant Supplies and Gold Discovery Cause Settle-
ment of Dayton.

In 1844 Col. John C. Fremont, on one of his explor-
ing expeditions, went up the Carson River and named it
in honor of his favorite scout and guide, Kit Carson. Five
years later on the banks of that river the settlement of
Dayton was begun as a Mormon trading-station. This
was one of about twenty trading-posts built on the Carson
River before the close of 1850 for the accommodation of
the immigration trade of California. From Dutch Nick's
(Empire) to Dayton was a long stretch for the traveler,
and the latter was therefore favorably located for business,
although the Truckee River road at times diverted con-
siderable travel. In this same year of 1849 the discovery
of gold in the vicinity gave to the station another reason
lor continuance. For Dayton is located at the mouth of a
ravine extending from Mt. Davidson to the Carson River,
and now known as Gold Canyon. The old immigrant
road passed through the mouth of this ravine, and hence
the spot was familiar to '49 travelers going to California.
In the summer of 1849 a Mormon trader, while waiting
for his partners to bring supplies over the mountains from
the California mining country, occupied himself in pros-
pecting in the hills, and found gold in small quantities in
Gold Canyon.1

'Beatie, H. S. The First in Nevada. See Nevada Historical
Society Papers I, 169-170.



"In 1844 Col. John C. Fremont * * * went up the
Carson River"
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Mining Parties in 1850.
Early in the spring of 1850 several parties bound from

Salt Lake to California were detained from making the
crossing by snow on the mountains. With a view to pros-
pecting they followed the Carson down to the mouth of

CARSON VALLEY.

•Dayton is located at the mouth * * * of Gold Canyon"'

the canyon where gold had previously been found, and
there in the waters of the canyon creek, they tested for gold,
and got gold. It was on the fifteenth day of May that
William Prouse washed a little of the surface dirt in a
milk pan at the mouth of Gold Canyon where Dayton now
stands. John Orr and Nicholas Kelley, members of the
same party, named the place Gold Canyon. On June
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first Mr. Orr thrust a butcher knife into a crevice at the
edge of a small cascade and pried out a nugget worth
perhaps ten dollars. Not being miners, these men did not
follow up the clew but packed up and went on to California.
The news of the discovery in 1849 had reached the mining
camps of California. In July of 1850 Mr. C. N. Note-
ware met a party of miners from California on the divide
near Empire, who were going with a mining outfit to work
at the canyon. Capt. Rob't. Lyon also testified that he
saw placer mining carried on when he passed the mouth
of the ravine in July of that year. In August some emi-
grants camping in the valley saw a train of Mexicans with
mules, wooden bowls, provisions, and some mining tools
cross the hills to Gold Canyon.

"Old Virginia" and Others in 1851.
In 1851 Col. John Reese, leading a party of Mormon

colonists into the upper Carson Valley,2 brought with him
a "feather-brained bibulous teamster" named James Fen-
nimore, familiarly known as "Old Virginy." This famous
man, for whom Virginia City was later named, went from
Mormon Station in the summer of 1851, with eleven
others of the Reese party, to join six miners who were
already at work in Gold Canyon. Before the close of
the season the number had increased to one hundred.8

For the year 1852 there are few records, but enough
exist to show that the field was not abandoned.

The Ellis Journal and 1853.
With 1853 the story becomes more complete and

authentic, for in that year James Ellis and his wife,
Laura M., arrived and took up a ranch about one and
one-half miles below the present Dayton. Here they built

2They established the trading post at Mormon Station which in
the 50's was the main settlement in Western Utah

3Angel,.Hist of Nev., 31.
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a log house and here Mrs. Ellis4 kept a journal of the
happenings of those pioneer days. When this family came
to Gold Canyon they found a log-cabin trading-station
located on what is now Main Street.5 It was near the
Resent assay office of Davis & Sayres, and was kept by
Spa (ford Hall, assisted by James McMarlin and wife,
the latter receiving sixty dollars a month as housekeeper.
Across the road stood a blacksmith shop built of wagon-

"Old Virginia" at His Rocker

beds. In 1853 a number of miners were working in the
lower end of the canyon.

Davton, the Scene of Nevada's First Dance-
As in all pioneer mining communities there was a dearth

Later Mrs. George Dettenreider. Her first husband was acci-
dentally killed. Angel, Hist. of Nev., 35.

5This was the first house ever built in Nevada east; of Carson
City. It was erected by James McMarlin in the fall of '40. Nev.
Directory, 1862, 195. Other authorities say it was built by Spafford
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of women. In the summer of 1853, outside of Carson
Valley, Mrs. McMarlin, Mrs. Walter Cosser, and the
wife of the blacksmith6 were the only women in western
Utah. Mrs. Cosser had a twelve-year-old daughter. Late
that year a new family arrived which boasted several mem-
bers of the fair sex. Perhaps it was the latter encourage-
ment that decided the citizens to celebrate the advent of
the new year by a dance in the upper story of Spafford
Hall's log-cabin store. It is recorded that three women
did not attend and the blacksmith's wife had gone to Cali-
fornia. Still, the women and girls at the dance numbered
nine and ranged in age from ten years up, hence some of
them came from a distance. Even Indians were welcomed
as partners. Probably among these was the Princess
Sarah Winnemucca who habitually attended the dances
at Johntown later. Her father was chief of the Paiutes,
and had been named "Onemucca" by two white trappers
because they saw him wearing but one moccasin. Glory-
ing in the appellation, he had adopted it, and had sanc-
tioned its corruption to "Winnemucca," or "Winnemuck."7

The First Barbecue.
In strong contrast to the nine women guests at the party

were the approximate one hundred and fifty men, gathered
from far and near, and representing the occupations of
miner, rancher, and station-keeper. The Paiute Indians
of western Utah were also bent on celebrating the pale-
face New Year, for down at Chalk Hills near Mound
House next morning the first recorded barbecue in Nevada

6One authority says that this woman was the wife of Henry Van
Sickle, but Angel says that Thos. Pitt was the blacksmith in 1853.

7The town of Winnemucca was named for him by S. B. O'Bannon,
1863. Sarah Winnemucca was later educated at an eastern seminary
and married to a lieutenant in the army. She wrote a book entitled
"Life Among the Paiutes" and went east to lecture and work in
behalf of her people. She was accomplished in needle work and
often in later years personally sold her work in Dayton and other
towns. Mrs. Hazlett purchased embroidery from her.



The Princess Sarah Winnemucca
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was held, and the dancers of New Year's eve were short
two horses, while the rest of their animals were in peril of
similar treatment. However, it is recorded that all of the
latter were duly rescued from the Indians who had driven
them off from the settlement the evening previous.

The First Marriage and Divorce.
The first marriage and divorce took place at the Station

in this same year, 1853. An emigrant by the name of
Powell arrived with his motherless family—one a girl of
fourteen, named Mary. While the father was away on
business a miner by the name of Benjamin Cole persuaded
the girl to marry him. A justice of the peace—from some-
where—performed the ceremony. While the young man
was building a cabin he left his bride with Mrs. Walter
Cosser, who used persuasion to detain the child until her
father's return. The husband demanded his wife, but in
vain. The miners were divided in their sympathies in the
case. Mrs. Cosser's son prevented Mr. Cole from taking
the girl by force. When Mr. Powell returned he started
in all haste to convey his family to California, and was
guarded from the wrath of the irate husband by Walter
Cosser and his friends.8 One authority tells us that in order
to avoid a bloody conflict, Powell at length offered to
abide by the decision of his daughter if the other party
would do the same, to which they all agreed, and Mary
declaring her desire to go with her father, Mr. Cole
returned to Gold Canyon. No other proceedings were
ever instituted.0. Cole and his wife met no more.

A Pioneer Marriage Contract.
Another couple, James Dover and Rachel Albrecht,

wished to be married. There being no one at hand who
8Verified by a relative of the Cosser's whom Mrs. Hazlett met in

Carson City in 1020.
"Bancroft, Hist, of Nev., 74.
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was authorized to perform the ceremony, the parties
appealed to Mrs. Ellis, who drew up a triplicate contract
which was properly signed and witnessed, and they went
on their way rejoicing. Some years later a divorce ter-
minated this second wedding in Nevada. Mrs. Ellis, who
Bed the knot, will be remembered by some now living in
Dayton.

First White Birth.
The first native white child in western Utah was born

here in 1854, and was named James Brimmel Ellis. He
died in Virginia City in 1869.

California Emigrants Pass By.
In the years 1853 and 1854 a large emigration passed

ihrough to California over the old emigrant road by the
Rock Point to the foot of the hill near where John Loth-
rop's residence now stands. Traces of the old road still
remain on the hills over which thousands of weary foot-
sore people and worn-out animals plodded toward the
letting sun and promised land of gold. The Ellis report
enumerates two hundred and thirteen wagons, three hun-
dred and sixty horses and mules, seven thousand five
hundred and twenty-eight head of cattle, and seven
ihousand one hundred and fifty sheep passing Dayton,
westward bound, in 1854 up to July first.

.Johntown, A Rival of Dayton.
These added little or nothing to the population of Day-

Ion and the exhaustion of the placers at the lower end of
the canyon caused the miners to work their way up the
ravine until about three miles to the north the new town
of Johntown for a time eclipsed the original settlement in
both numbers and interest. Indeed we are told that from
about 1856-1858 Johntown was the "big mining town" of
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Western Utah and the headquarters for miners in that sec-
tion. Yet it had only about a dozen buildings, some of
them mere shanties. For the majority of miners camped
out, at least in the spring and summer, and many of them
went to California for the winter.10

Indian War Averted.
One event in 1855 is worthy of mention. Numaga, a

friendly Indian chief, was sent with three hundred warriors
to carry a note to Mrs. Ellis from Asa Kenyon, at Rag-
town, near the Carson Sink. The note asked for arms
and ammunition with which to fight the Washoes. But
the wise Mrs. Ellis gave the chief instead of firearms an
order on William McMarlin for flour. The miners feasted
the Indians, and intertribal war was thus averted for that
time.

Why Dayton Was Called Chinatown.
On October twenty-seventh of this same year at a special

term of court held in the Mormon Station country, John
Reese and others were given a franchise to build a ditch
for the purpose of taking water from the Carson River to
be used in Gold Canyon for mining and other purposes.11

In 1856 Chinese, in considerable numbers, were imported
to work on the ditch and, as they formed a majority of
the population at the mouth of the ravine, the name of
Chinatown was given to the place. The Chinese soon
discovered that they would be allowed to work the placers
in certain less desirable places and, as even these paid well
in gold, it was not long until the Mongolians were there
in force. Sometimes nearly two hundred Chinamen were
al work on the placers alone.12 The name of Hall's

'"Dan de Quille, "Big Bonanza," 28. It is interesting to note that
the present big dredging work was started at Johntown;

11Bancroft, Hist. of Nev., 77.
12Dan de Quille, "Big Bonanza," 29.
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Station, later that of McMarlin's, seems to have been the]
first designation given to this one particular spot to dis-
tinguish it from the remainder of Gold Canyon. The first
indication that it had advanced to the dignity of a town
came with the adoption of the name "Chinatown." It is
probably by reason of this suffix "town" that Bancroft
makes the statement that in 1856 the "little burg of Dayton
took its rise."13

Loss of Mormon Population.

The influx of Chinese in '56 and '57 was balanced by
another event that threatened to depopulate the country ofl
western Utah. For in 1856 Orson Hyde, the leader of the]
Mormon Church in this section, returned to Salt Lake.
In 1857 all members of this church, who, by the way,]
constituted the greater part of the population of western
Utah, were ordered by Brigham Young back to Salt Lake:
City to defend that place against a threatened invasion of
United States troops. Thus was ended the aggressive;
early colonization of what is now Nevada by the Mormon
Church. But until 1861 all this part of the country was
claimed as a part of Utah.

13Bancroft, Hist. of Nev., 79.



CHAPTER 2. PERMANENT FOUNDATIONS
LAID, 1857-1862

Discovery of Comstock Lode.
However, the recall of the Mormon immigrants and

the decline in travel to California did not for any length
of time seriously affect the colonization of western Utah.

"The mound at the head of Gold Canyon • * * was
named Gold Hill"

For other events were in course of preparation which
were to bring a flood of settlers. As the placers in Gold
Canyon showed signs of failing,14 the miners began to

"From 1850 to .1857 the number of miners at work in Gold Canyon
varied from twenty to two hundred. The annual yield of the placers
ran from $6,000 in 1850 to $118,000 in 1855, and sank in 1857 to
•18,000, when it was thought they were about worked out.
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scatter out to prospect in other places. This led to the!
discovery of gold in Six-Mile Canyon in 1857, an eventl
which paved the way for the discovery of the Comstockl
Lode two years later. It was in 1857, also, that the]
Grosch brothers, who had been prospecting here since '52,1
discovered silver in Gold Canyon, but neither of them lived!
to make known the location of the mine. Very early inj
1859 the mound at the head of Gold Canyon was pros-
pected, and gold was found. The place was named Gold
Hill. A few months later miners working their way up]
to the head of Six-Mile Canyon discovered the great lode. I

Population Drawn Away from Dayton.

In August of 1858 the ditch from the Carson River tol
Gold Canyon was completed and the Chinese population!
of Dayton declined. The ditch, by the way, was found!
to be several feet higher at its mouth than at its source and, J
water refusing to run up hill, the ditch was later redug at
a lower level, and is now known as Douglas Ditch. Up
to 1859 neither Dayton nor Johntown had more than a]
dozen houses, and the discovery of the Comstock in 1859]
tended to draw away population from Dayton. Even the
houses were moved to the former place, until there were;
scarcely more than a half-dozen left.

Milling Operations Begun.
But by this time the discovery at Gold Hill of gold]

quartz ore was beginning to furnish a new and a per-]
manent occupation for the little settlement at the mouth,
of the canyon. In 1859 Woodworth and Hastings had]
two arrastras at work on the Carson River running three
tons a day.15 Holmes and Logan established a four-
horsepower battery—four stamps of four hundred pounds

a5One arrastra at Virginia City and one at Gold Hill were in use
before these two at Dayton. Angel, Hist, of New, C7.
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[ Mill, brought over the mountains first to Gold Hill by
•ighl horses and thirty-two oxen. By the time it reached
time, the water in their spring had dried up, and the
machinery was brought down to the mouth of the canyon
nucl was ready for business by October. It operated until
the winter storms came, when it was perforce closed down

•icause there was no lumber to house it. These were the
/Irs/ reduction Works between the Rocky Mountains and

Vthc Sierra Nevadas. Also, in the month of September,
[Degroot, Tagliabue and Johnson took up a tract of land
Dn ( arson River below and adjoining the town, which, as
they also secured the stream, was the first attempt to secure
n water privilege on that river. These men saw the advan-

tage of the spot for milling purposes.1r> Moreover, the
placers were not so exhausted as had been thought, and in
this eventful year it is recorded that fifty Chinamen obtained
$}r),000 for their season's work.

Hardships of Winter, 1859-1860.
The bright prospects for fortune-making on the Com-

[itock rendered the hard winter of 1859-1860 endurable.
11 was one of the most severe seasons ever known in this
K'Kion. Horses, cattle, and animals of all kinds, as well
M Indians, died from the cold and starvation. Flour was
Hcventy-five cents a pound, and other provisions were pro-
portionately high. Many miners were without boots. No
Ilipplies were obtainable except those that were brought
iiver the mountains by "Snowshoe" Thompson on his Nor-
wegian snow-skates, his load often being one hundred
pounds.

Dayton in 1859.
A word picture of Dayton in July of 1859, written in

1862, reads as follows: "Its principal residents were
'"Kelly, New Directory, 1862, 214.
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Joseph Keller and Isaac Cohen, selling goods in the Old
Pioneer log store; W. H. Howe, trading in the building
he still occupies; Mr. A. Nail, living with his family
opposite Keller's, keeping a public house; M. Smith and
family, near Nails; Mr. J. Wood, keeping a butcher-shop;
Charles Pandorff, miner, having a small frame house, still
standing a little east of Keller's; Degroot and Tagliabue,
having a store near where the Tyler house now stands;
Morris Epstein also opened a store during this summer in
the west part of the town near Rose's Ditch; Wm. R.
Johnson took the butcher-shop of Mr. Wood in September,
and became a permanent resident. There was also a
blacksmith shop in the place, and several transient families,
besides the Chinese, who, to the number of thirty-five, were
living in a group of huts made of stones, mud and tule, and
forming a sort of 'Chinese quarter' west of the Old Log
Store on the same side of the street."17

Wages in 1860.
Wages in 1860 were as follows: Women averaged

forty dollars a month; for farm work men had three dol-
lars and fifty cents a day without board, or three dollars
m addition to board; carpenters and men of similar trades
had seven dollars a day; miners received four dollars a
day. The latter's wages have stood at that figure in this
vicinity ever since, and there has never been a miners'
strike on the Comstock.

1860 and "Mineral Rapids."
In 1860 the place had two blacksmiths, one shoemaker,

one store, one public-house, and one saloon. According
to the census of 1860, there were sixty - eight males,
eight females, and twenty-eight dwellings (including the
Chinese). This was the extent of the settlement when, in

7Kelly, Nev. Directory, 1862, 213-214.
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I February, 1860, a company of people, composed chiefly
[ of residents of Carson City, laid out a town just below

(he old site and called it "Mineral Rapids." But the place
did not improve more rapidly under the new name than it
had when called "Chinatown." Only one new cabin was

. erected that year. Most significant, however, was the cul-
tivation of the first garden in those parts through the efforts
of Henry Degroot, a forecast of the agricultural prosperity
of the section in a later day.18

Dayton is Christened, 1861.
But while in the town itself little improvement was

made, the fall months witnessed the location of claims for
Water power on the Carson River for a distance of twenty-
five miles. Additional quartz mills were begun and, by
1861, the prospect for teaming and milling was bright
enough to warrant agitation for a new and more popular
name.19 The appellation of "Nevada City," did not pros-
ker, but the name of "Dayton," chosen in a public meeting,
November 3, 1861, has characterized it to this time.20 It
Was selected in honor of John Day, the man who held the
office of County Surveyor in 1861, and who surveyed the
lovvn site. He was later Surveyor-General of Nevada.

An Unpaid Board Bill.
There came to the town in this year, Mrs. Mary M.

McDowell, later Mrs. Stiles. She built the Union Hotel,
(he second hostelry in the town, the Adams House being
Die first. Her place stood where Cooper's blacksmith shop
in now located. She ran the hotel until 1866. In 1 862-
1864 she boarded soldiers for the United States Govern-
ment, this being a recruiting station. Her bill amounted
lo thirty-five hundred dollars and is still due. The vouch-

IB Kelly, Nev. Directory, 1S<>2, 214.
"The place seems to have been known ;is "Clinton" :it one time.

An^ol, Hist, of Nev., 75.
•"Angel, Hist, of Nev., 500.



Dayton was Named in Honor of John Day who Surveyed the
Town Site
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• ers were in the possession of Colonel McDermitt, and
| were lost when he was killed by the Indians in 1865. Mrs.

Stiles died in 1891. By the way, Mr. Stiles was with
Admiral Sloat, and took part in the raising of the flag at
Monterey when California was taken over in the name of

I the United States.

Proposed Water Connection with Humboldt City.
An ambitious project of 1861 was nothing less than

In attempt to improve the Carson River and Sink, as also
ihe Humboldt River and Sink. In high water these two
rivers were joined by nature. To make this connection

I a permanent one was the purpose of the scheme. Thus
f a continuous line of navigation would be provided from

Dayton to Humboldt City. The charter was granted to
J. Jacobson and several associates. The plan was never
executed. However, it was considered perfectly feasible,
as water had not then been taken out of the river to any
extent for the purpose of irrigation. Imagine, if you
please, a steamer going down the Carson River, across the
lakes, and up the Humboldt River. Nothing small about
it, to be sure! But why anyone should want to go to
Humboldt City—a little hamlet of no importance—is still
a mystery. The charter was granted by the same Legis-
lature that chartered so many toll-roads that, had they all
been made, they would have extended over the borders in
every direction like a huge fringe.

Dayton Reaches for the Capital.
The eagerness of Dayton to build itself into a real city

was shown again in 1861, when an effort was made to
move the State Capital to that place. The alleged cause
for the proposed removal was that Ormsby County had
agreed to furnish rooms for the first Legislature free of
cost, but had instead charged four thousand dollars rental.
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As a result Storey County also offered a removal proposi-
lion for Virginia City. Again in 1864 the town of Gold
I I ill, in mistaken anticipation of being the lucky winner of
me capital, laid out a town at American Flat and called it
American City. In Lyon County considerable money was
also spent on the project for Dayton. However, Ormsby
(Ounty bestirred itself and Carson City remained the
( apital.

Dayton Cemetery; How Old Virginia was Buried.
In the pioneer camp the burial spot is an important

feature. In the same year that Dayton received its final
designation it also located the cemetery where it now is.
L. L. Crockett and Judge Calvin selected the site. Pre-
viously several interments had been made at the foot of
llie hill, one of these being "Old Virginy." An old Paiute
Indian vouched for the location of his grave. He saw the
miner thrown from a "bucking" mustang that he was trying
lo ride while under the influence of liquor. He was pitched
hrad first upon the ground, received a fracture of the skull,
and died a few hours later. In the Indian's language, the
Hlory reads thus: "Well, you see, he die down to Dayton
long time ago. Ole Birginey he all time drink too much
whiskey. One day he bully drunk, he git on pony; pony
he run, he buck one bully buck and Ole Birginey go over
pony's head. One foot stay in stirrup and pony drag ole
man on ground and kill him. Me help dig one grave, bury
Ole Birginey, down Dayton, by Carson River." As the
Indian had previously worked a rocker for Virginia in Six-
Mile Canyon his statement must be accepted as good
history."

Another burial that took place before Dayton had a
cemetery was that of a young man named Claggett, who

"Dan de Quille, "Big Bonanza,"' 87-88.
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I Was thrown from a horse and killed at about the same
place as "Old Virginia." He also was buried at the foot
of the hill, and rested there many years until finally his
brother, a Congressman, I think, from Montana, had his
remains removed to the cemetery, where a metal monument

[flow marks his grave.

The Territory of Nevada, and Bay ton a County-Seat.
Another eventful development for Dayton occurred in

1861 when Nevada, which up to that time had been a
pail of Utah, was made a territory by itself, and was
divided into nine counties: Esmeralda, Ormsby, Douglas,
Lyon, Storey, Churchill, Washoe, Humboldt, and Lake.
Dayton was made the county-seat of Lyon County, and
has thus far remained so, although efforts have been made
lo remove it to Yerington.22 The first courthouse and jail
were built just below the present church, and the old foun-
dalions may still be seen. The name of Lyon was bestowed
in honor of Gen. Nathaniel Lyon, who fell in the battle of
Wilson's Creek, near Springfield, Missouri, August 10,
1861.

"Removed, 1911.



CHAPTER 3. THE DAYTON MILLS, 1861-1862

Dayton Shares Prosperity of the Comstock.
But when all is told, the real prosperity of Dayton in

those early days was due to its relation to the Comstock
mines, both for the reduction of the rich ores and as a gate-
way to the outside world. All the mineral was forced to
pay poll at this point in some form or other. From the time
that milling began Dayton received a bounteous share of;
the profits from the mines, and developed into a town of
considerable proportions with school, church, fraternal
orders, material improvements and representative industries
such as belong to communities that are founded upon more
permanent considerations than those of the mining camp.
In 1862 it was rated as the third town in size in Nevada
Territory. Plans for a railroad to connect Dayton and!
Gold Hill directly gave promise of its achieving second or
first place.

The Rock Point Mill.
As early as 1861 the Rock Point Mill was built. It

was owned by Hugh Logan, J. R. Logan, James P. ]
Holmes and John Black. It was one of the largest mills 1
in the country, the main building being ninety by one hun-1
dred feet, with waterwheel of one hundred horsepower, I
forty-two stamps, and reduced fifty tons of rock per day,
working for both silver and gold. The water was brought
a distance of two thousand feet, part of the way in a flume
ten feet wide and three feet deep. The dam was built of
stone and timber, and, with the race, cost over ten thousand
dollars. The wheel was sixteen feet in diameter and had
forty buckets holding, when full, six thousand pounds of
water. The mill and all cost two hundred thousand dol-
lars and, in 1868, was owned by the Imperial Silver Min-




