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EDITOR'S FOREWORD

With one or two minor exceptions the papers and poems
which compose this volume have not hitherto been given to
the reading public. They have been culled from that
Wealth of unpublished material deposited in the archives of
the Nevada Historical Society. If this volume shall add
something to the knowledge of Nevada's history and to an
appreciation of her pioneer life, and if it shall stimulate

researches in still other topics of the records of our Com-
monwealth its purpose will have been served.

(Grateful acknowledgment is made to all of those who
assisted in the effort to clear up disputed points, and

especially to our Curator, Mr. C. F. Cutts, without whose
Untiring thoughtful assistance this work, undertaken in the
midst of the University year, would have been impossible
of accomplishment. Recognition is also due to Mr. Farns-
Worth, State Printer, who accepted and carefully printed
the manuscript in the closing hurried days of the biennium.

JEANNE ELIZABETH W I E R ,

Secretary of the Nevada Historical Society.
December, 1922.



We are not responsible for personal opinions expressed
in these papers. We print nothing which we have reason
to believe incorrect; but one purpose in the publication is to
arouse criticism and discussion, and thereby to gain more
information on these topics.



LAND OF ACCOMPLISHMENT

An Appreciation and an Ideal To Be Realized

Nevada, the land where dreams come true!
The richest State in the Union in natural resources.
The State that furnished the silver and gold that
won the Civil War and made us the greatest Nation
on earth. Nevada, the land of romance and adven-
ture! Nevada, the land of unwritten stories that
far surpass the most wonderful tales of fiction!
The State that gave San Francisco its wealth.
The State where Mark Twain got his inspiration
that made him famous. The State that produces
men as Well as millionaires. The State whose men
are noted for their courage and its women for
their beauty. The State where truth prevails and
a lie hides like a rat in its hole. Nevada, the
land where men do more than seek the pot of gold
at the end of the rainbow—they find it and possess
its treasures! Nevada, the last bit of the Great
Far West! 'Tis here "where the West begins"—
and ends. Nevada, God's best and greatest poem!

— T H E TONOPAH TIMES.



HISTORICAL SKETCH AND REMINISCENCES

OF •

DAYTON, NEVADA

BY

MRS. FANNY G. HAZLETT
AND HER DAUGHTER

GERTRUDE HAZLETT RANDALL, Deceased

With Illustrations



Mrs. Fanny G. Hazlett in Aeroplane



FOREWORD

Mrs. Fannie G. Hazlett is a real pioneer. Some years
ago she was minded to compile a brief history of the place
where nearly all of her life has been spent. With her
daughter's assistance she prepared this manuscript which
now, edited by the Secretary of the Nevada Historical
Society, appears in this form. Her last work upon it was
done in 1910. Many changes have occurred in Dayton
since that time. In some instances these have been chroni-
cled in the footnotes, all of which latter have been added
by the Editor.

To those who know Mrs. Hazlett, still so youthful and
progressive in spirit at the age of eighty-four, it was no mat-
ter of surprise when the news was recently flashed across the
continent that she had taken a ride in an aeroplane. How
unusual it seemed to strangers that she should, at this
advanced age, participate in so exciting an adventure, is
indicated by the requests that came to her from the largest
newspapers in America for the details of the trip and for
photographs of herself. The picture here reproduced
shows her as she is preparing to take the flight. One can
read in the lines of the picture the same intrepid courage
and interest in the new things of life that brought her West
in those pioneer days of hardships. Her story speaks for

JEANNE ELIZABETH W I E R ,

Secretary,



ANALYTICAL OUTLINE OF PAPER

PART I

I. Social and Economic Beginnings of Dayton, 1849-

1857: Immigrant supplies and gold discovery
cause settlement of Dayton; mining parties in 1850;
"Old Virginia" and others in 1851 ; the Ellis Jour-
nal and 1853; Dayton the scene of Nevada's first
dance; the first barbecue; the first marriage and
divorce; a pioneer marriage contract; the first white
birth; California emigrants pass by; Johntown a
rival of Dayton; Indian war averted; why Dayton
was called Chinatown; loss of Mormon population.

II. Permanent Foundations Laid, 1857-1862: Discov-

ery of Comstock Lode; population drawn away
from Dayton; milling operations begun; hardships
of winter, 1859-1860; Dayton in 1859; wages in
1860; 1860 and "Mineral Rapids"; Dayton is
christened, 1861; an unpaid board-bill; proposed
water connection with Humboldt River; Dayton
reaches for the capital; Dayton cemetery, how
"Old Virginia" was buried; the Territory of
Nevada, and Dayton a county-seat.

III. The Dayton Mills, 1861 - 1862: Dayton shares

prosperity of Comstock; the Rock Point Mill; the
Chinatown group of mills; mills on higher ground;
mills below Dayton; Gold Canyon mills; reduc-
tion difficulties; a new use for sagebrush; flood of
1861-1862 and the "Tailings" industry; tailings
mills; Dayton in 1862.
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PART II. REMINISCENCES

I. First Experiences in Nevada, 1862: My arrival in
Nevada, 1862; new occupations for my brother;
my life in a wood-camp; illness brings me to Day-
ton; a legal execution at Dayton; Indians paid for
pine trees.

II. The Dayton That I First Knew: Dayton in 1862;
the hay - yards of 1862; lumber - yards; meat
markets; gas company, but no gas.

III. How Dayton Developed: Dayton in 1863;
hotels; the toll-road of 1863; some high prices;
lost turkeys and pigs; a unique wedding; a ball
in Como; the Buckland ball; stage connections
with Dayton.

IV. Social Conditions in Dayton: How about schools?
a noted physician; lawyers a-plenty; gamblers not
lacking; fortunes and misfortunes; the lodges of
Dayton; an interrupted dance; pioneer compassion;
the Episcopal Church and pioneer labors; the for-
tunes of Methodism; Sunday School always; a
Dayton vigilance committee; the Dayton press.

V. Some Eventful Happenings: A costly courthouse;
a water system; the Gridley Sack of Flour in Day-
ton ; when Lincoln was assassinated; 1865 prices;
the wood business; the two big fires; piecemeal
burning and a fire engine; Sutro Tunnel; first rail-
road connections; the wonderful C. & C.

VI. Dreams that Never Came True: Dreams of coal
mines; the Blanchard lime; dredging for gold.
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VII. Some Modern Developments and Catastrophies:
Electricity; literary appreciation; Capt. Davis and
modern milling; Dayton farms; the flood of 1907;
the courthouse destroyed; the district high school.

VIII. Eccentric Characters: An Indian slacker; "Gen-
tle Annie"; when Ike beautified; a pioneer "bleasure
vagon"; when the hearse did not arrive; an inci-
dent of the cemetery; a children's party in a saloon.

FINALE: Why do we not keep diaries?



PART I. HISTORICAL SKETCH OF DAYTON

CHAPTER 1. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BEGIN-
NINGS OF DAYTON, 1849-1857

Immigrant Supplies and Gold Discovery Cause Settle-
ment of Dayton.

In 1844 Col. John C. Fremont, on one of his explor-
ing expeditions, went up the Carson River and named it
in honor of his favorite scout and guide, Kit Carson. Five
years later on the banks of that river the settlement of
Dayton was begun as a Mormon trading-station. This
was one of about twenty trading-posts built on the Carson
River before the close of 1850 for the accommodation of
the immigration trade of California. From Dutch Nick's
(Empire) to Dayton was a long stretch for the traveler,
and the latter was therefore favorably located for business,
although the Truckee River road at times diverted con-
siderable travel. In this same year of 1849 the discovery
of gold in the vicinity gave to the station another reason
lor continuance. For Dayton is located at the mouth of a
ravine extending from Mt. Davidson to the Carson River,
and now known as Gold Canyon. The old immigrant
road passed through the mouth of this ravine, and hence
the spot was familiar to '49 travelers going to California.
In the summer of 1849 a Mormon trader, while waiting
for his partners to bring supplies over the mountains from
the California mining country, occupied himself in pros-
pecting in the hills, and found gold in small quantities in
Gold Canyon.1

'Beatie, H. S. The First in Nevada. See Nevada Historical
Society Papers I, 169-170.



"In 1844 Col. John C. Fremont * * * went up the
Carson River"
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Mining Parties in 1850.
Early in the spring of 1850 several parties bound from

Salt Lake to California were detained from making the
crossing by snow on the mountains. With a view to pros-
pecting they followed the Carson down to the mouth of

CARSON VALLEY.

•Dayton is located at the mouth * * * of Gold Canyon"'

the canyon where gold had previously been found, and
there in the waters of the canyon creek, they tested for gold,
and got gold. It was on the fifteenth day of May that
William Prouse washed a little of the surface dirt in a
milk pan at the mouth of Gold Canyon where Dayton now
stands. John Orr and Nicholas Kelley, members of the
same party, named the place Gold Canyon. On June


